
By Kannara Ruiz

Remember when we were all 
together in class during the first 
weeks of March 2020, and we all 
heard that there was this virus in 
China? Then there was talk that 
it would spread to other nations 
around the world and we started 
cleaning desks and using hand 
sanitizer in every class. Then, we 
were going to have two weeks to 
slow the spread of the virus and 
we all thought that it would be 
pretty nice to have a couple weeks 
off. That was a full year ago. 

As the seniors last year found 
out that we were going to not 
hold a prom or even a formal 
graduation ceremony, and sports 
got cancelled, and classes were 
rushed to an online format, we all 
just tried to keep up and figure it 
all out as we went. Now, one year 
later we are all online specialists. 
Many of us are the tech support 
for our younger siblings, and we 

are still doing what we need to do 
to take care of our own business.

The past year has changed ev-
erything that we know about the 
world and in this article, I would 
like to take a moment to talk 
about a few of them. Has any-
one wore the school uniform in a 
year? Those khakis and that shirt 
are something that most of us hat-
ed to wear, and now we got a year 
off from wearing them. That is 
one way to look at the good in a 
bad situation, right?

Now a year later it seems nor-
mal to wear whatever for class 
because no one sees us, right? We 
will have to get used to talking 
more in person when we go back 
to school though. 

You may have to get used to 
working from home for your fu-
ture career though. While many 
companies shuttered at about 
the same time as we did, many 
companies found that they actu-
ally saved money during the pan-

demic because they did not have 
to operate massive offices. Do 
not think that this will not affect 
many businesses that can have 
their employees working from a 
distance in the future. Looking at 
a screen may be in your future if 
you are working in any of these 
companies.

Many students have said that 
since we have all been locked 
down for a year, that not going to 
school everyday has made every 
day seem like just more of the 
same. Has anyone else thought 
that it was Monday, but it was 
actually like, Wednesday? Where 
did the week go? It might be fun-
ny to us, but some researchers are 
actually studying the affects of 
the pandemic lockdown on our 
perception of time. It seems like 
we are not alone. 

If you think about it, this makes 
sense though. Without certain 
dates for projects to be due, go-
ing out with friends, dates, other 

school activities and meetings for 
clubs, and just the normal pro-
cedure of getting up for school 
every day, our sense of time and 
even what day of the week it is, 
can get distorted.

One thing that we should all re-
member about this pandemic is 
the shortages. Living in America 
we all are used to seeing whatever 
we need on the shelves whenever 
we need them. Remember back 
in March 2020, when they said 
we need to disinfect all surfaces 
and then all the hand sanitizer 
was gone? That shortage lasted 
for months, and I still do not see 
Lysol around. 

There was the mask thing too. 
Before we all needed to wear 
masks everywhere, they were 
hard to find. That was a little 
scary, but now they are every-
where. If you forget a mask a 
store will give one to you. They 
would rather give you a mask 
than lose out on the sale. 

Any discussion about the year 
2020 would not be complete 
without mentioning, you guessed 
it, toilet paper. What was that 
about? Now a year later, we can 
all take a moment to remember 
the fact that everyone went crazy 
stocking up on toilet paper. This 
will be one of those weird but true 
facts we will be able to tell our 
kids. 

The pandemic lock down has 
not been bad for everyone. Tik-
Tok exploded as everyone used 
this app to connect with others 
when we could not see each oth-
er personally. In 2020 the app got 
another 181 million users. That 
is huge. It is not very difficult to 
see why. Taking a minute to see 
someone dealing with a lock-
down in their own way, TikTok 
has taken a difficult situation and 
made it a little more bearable. 

One thing is certain. When we 
all get back together at school, we 
will all have a lot to talk about. 
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By Justin Pimentel

Ever since the cases of Covid 
started becoming a problem 
and we all went into hiding, 
we (and the whole world) have 
been waiting for a vaccine 
that can allow us to get back 
to normal. The covid vaccine 
has been long awaited ever 
since the Coronavirus became 
a worldwide issue. The devel-
opment of this vaccine, by mul-
tiple companies has happened 
faster than any time in history. 
Usually, a vaccine takes at least 
five years to complete, if it can 
be made at all. This one was 
done in less than a year, which 
is a modern medical miracle. 

Now the trick will be trying 
to get these vaccines made as 
quickly as possible so that peo-
ple can get it. There have been 
a lot of questions about who 
should get the vaccine first. 
Since older people are the most 
affected by this disease, they 
are getting the vaccines before 
younger people. There has been 
discussion too that minority 
communities should get the 
vaccine before white people 
because they too have been hit 
harder by the pandemic. 

Many companies including 
Merck, Pfizer, and now John-

son & Johnson are making the 
vaccines they developed as 
fast as they can. Soon every-
one who wants it will be able 
to get it. The distribution and 
development of the vaccine 
has been taking some time to 
be running at full speed, but 
it seems to be there now. At 
the time of the writing of this 
article, companies are even 
manufacturing vaccine from 
other companies, all in an 
effort to get as many vaccines 
out as quickly as possible to the 
people who need them.

Even though there have been 
over 500,000 deaths and many 
infected by this virus, there 
seems to be a light at the end 
of the tunnel. There is an end in 

Time to Get
Your Vaccine!

#5
Spring is Here!

By Evelin Cabrera

While the 2019-2020 school 
year was one of the craziest ones 
ever, starting like a normal year 
and then ending online, this 
year has been one of the most 
surprising and toughest school 
years ever. It all started out as 
a two-week vacation everyone 
was happy to have, and now we 
have not been in a classroom for 
almost a full year. 

The thing is, not everyone 
finds these circumstances easy, 
and not everyone finds them too 
hard. One thing we can agree 
on is that it is hard to find moti-
vation to do schoolwork with 
everything that is going on. Even 
though the idea of doing school 
from bed and not having to wake 
up super early seems fascinating; 
at the same time it makes us 
students really unmotivated for 
school. This is especially hard 
for the seniors.

 I am a student that tries to do 
her best because I will not allow 
myself to fail, but sometimes 
it is hard to focus on school. 
There are plenty of things going 
on for everybody that school 
just seems like an option. To 
even add on not every teacher is 
understanding so it makes school 
even harder sometimes. Before 
COVID there was pretty much a 
routine every day that everyone 
was used to. Everyone would get 
up early Monday through Friday 

and go to school for eight hours, 
sometimes more for extra-curric-
ular activities. 

There was a routine to it, and 
we were certainly used to it. It 
was something we have been 
used to doing for so many years 
already. After COVID hit, now 
we have to wake up and look at 
a computer all day while trying 
to keep up with school work, 
trying to keep up with personal 
problems and trying to maintain 
ourselves.

Life is not easy, it never was, 
but school was a distraction 
somehow, we would spend it 
with our friends and just make 
plenty of memories. After 
COVID hit we did not have that 
anymore and it’s a constant bat-
tle between life school and our-
selves. For most people it would 
not matter because they have 
more years to make up, however 
for seniors this could cost them 
graduating. As a senior myself, 
this was supposed to be a great 
year but trying to stay on top of 
school it’s like a dreadful feeling.

We don’t know when the 
pandemic will end and life 
will go back to normal for stu-
dents. However, after this year, 
I don’t think there is going to 
be a normal school year for a 
long time. Despite the lack of 
motivation, that transition from 
online to back to school will 
actually be hard on most of us. 
Most students I have spoken to 
think that the transition back 
to a normal school day will be 
as difficult as the transition to 
distance learning. 

It seems weird that students 
will have a tough time going 
back to school, but that is the 
case right now. As of the writ-
ing of this article, there are no 
plans to start in-person learning, 
and many are not adjusted to the 
distance learning model. The 
earliest that we will be going 
back is April, but who knows 
what will happen then? 

Sadly, this is the new normal, 
but things will have to change 
throughout the school. It is not 

Motivation for School

Continued on Page 4

One thing we can agree on is 
that it is hard to find motivation 
to do school work with 
everything that is going on
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In Memoriam - Mr. Steven Cerdan
There is a great loss to our school 
community, as we have lost Mr. 
Cerdan. He served many roles in 
Passaic Schools, including as a Parent 
Liaison at schools number 7 and 19. 
As a paraprofessional, he worked for 
the welfare of the students of PHS. 
 
Those who knew Mr. Cerdan were 
able to see his commitment to the 
students and families of Passaic. 
He was a constant advocate for the 
students, and he was a great man to 
work with. 
 
Some of those who knew him best 
shared a few memories of this 
tireless advocate for students and an 
all-around great friend.

 “Mr. Steve always had a story to tell and 
boy could he tell it. Coupled with his humor and 
serving heart, he was a joy to be around and 
delightful to work with. He was an ‘unsung’ hero 
that did not get half of the recognition that he 
deserved… .”

 – Mrs. Roach

 “Thinking about his laugh and facial 
expression brings a smile to my face. Working with 
him was a joy. Wow, did he have a heart for the 
students and make things happen! He had an even 
bigger heart for the children he fostered. God bless 
his soul.”

– Mrs. Torres

 “ ...I did see Steve in action one day. As I 
provided a day of administrative coverage at the 
school where the secretary was also absent, in 
a short time frame he displayed many ways he 
served other with care and action with solutions 
during a little hectic star of a school day with 
unexpected challenges. He simultaneously 
answered phones, helped ensure that a class had 
a sub, explained the day’s plan to me and some of 
the operations. He did this while welcoming and 
helping parents and helping young students get to 
where they needed to be… .”

– Mr. Acevedo

 “I remember when Steve would say: ‘This is 
not Mr. Cerdan talking to Mrs. Torres-Gomez...this 
is Steve talking to Jeannette… .”

– Mrs. Torres-Gomez

 “Steve was a very caring person who loved 
his kids. He was a gentle person who advocated 
for our students. I will always remember our 
conversations about how we can help our 
students.”

– Mrs. Presto

 “You never heard the following sentence in 
the history of time: Hey, is Cerdan here? If Steve 
was in a room, you knew it. He was a presence 
and a force of nature. You knew he was in the 
room because you heard him and if you didn’t 
hear him, you felt his energy. He was a giant 
personality who was passionate about our kids. 
You never had to ask what he was feeling because 
honesty was his default setting. And he swung 
his truth like it was a blunt instrument. It’s what I 
appreciated about him most. And if you needed to 
be checked, he was there for the checking and did 
it enthusiastically. …”

– Mr. Martinez

	 “I	remember	meeting	Steve	for	the	first	
time during a mediation dispute. During the early 
2000’s PHS had a peer mediation program. I was 
so impressed by the skills he demonstrated. He 
skillfully diffused a very tense situation. I learned 
so much from this young man. I came to respect 
him as a valued colleague.”

– Mr. Bian

PHOTO BY MRS. ROMERO
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HISTORY DEPARTMENT GROWS BY ONE

PHOTOS cOuRTESY Of MR. vallila

Mr. Vallila, history teacher, just welcomed the newest addition to his 
household. Michael Edward Vallila was born on February 17, coming in 
at seven pounds, six ounces. He has not quite finished reading Edward 
Gibbons, “Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire,” but his dad is helping 
him with some of the big words.

By Manuela Lopez

We’re still stuck in the middle of a Pandemic. 
So, we might as well sit back, relax and grab a 
controller because there are tons of new titles and 
ports coming out! Let us talk about a few of them 
that will be releasing in February and March.

Super Mario 3D World was a Wii U game 
that was released back in 2013. Now thanks to 
the Super Mario 35th anniversary, the game is 
getting more than just a port. Super Mario 3D 
World: Bowser’s Fury will expand the 3D world, 
including new maps, enemies, powers, and more! 
Since there’s a plethora of new content it is safe 
to say that this game is definitely worth a revisit. 
Check it out when it releases on Nintendo Switch 
on February 12th. Sometimes the classics are 
still the best.

Little Nightmares is a horror puzzle Platformer 
from Tarsier Studios. It was released back in 2017 
and has since had multiple platform ports. Now 
Little Nightmares will be getting a new sequel 
in the form of Little Nightmares 2, produced by 
Bandai Namco Entertainment. It will be released 
on platforms such as the Nintendo Switch, Play-
Station 4 and 5, Xbox One, Xbox Series X/S 
and so many more. It’s officially out now! So 
feel free to explore the terrifying world of Little 
Nightmares once again.

As it is traditional with every new Persona game, 
Atlus will partake in several different spin-off 
games. Persona 5 which released back in 2016 
will be getting a new spin-off game in the form 
of Persona 5 Strikers. Persona 5 Strikers isn’t 
an RPG, but instead is a hack and slash game 
that is more similar to the style of the Dynasty 
Warriors games. Look forward to slashing hordes 
of shadows as the Phantom Thieves releases on 
February 23rd on Windows, Nintendo Switch and 
the Playstation 4.

The Yakuza series from Sega will get it’s eight 
main release in the series. Yakuza: Like a Dragon 
will be an RPG starring Ichiban Kasuga as the 
main character of the series once again. Even 
though it was released in Japan in January, the 
rest of the world will be getting it as of March 
2nd on the Playstation 4/ 5 and Xbox One. So get 
ready to throw down!

Monster Hunter will also be joining the fight 
with its sixth game, Monster Hunter Rise. Of 
course, published by CAPCOM, it will be set to 
be an exclusive for the Nintendo Switch. This 
would be one of the several Monster Hunter related 
games that CAPCOM has been releasing or re-re-
leasing. So if you’re a Monster Hunter fan then 
there is a lot to look forward to. Monster Hunter 
Rise will be set for release on March 26th, a day 

away from the release of Monster Hunter: World.
The SNK fighting game Samurai Shodown will 

be getting a port on the Xbox Series X. While 
everyone waits for the new King of Fighters 15 to 
have a release date, why not enjoy their other title 
for the time being? With more characters on the 
way, Samurai Shodown will keep fighting game 
fans excited. So people with an Xbox Series X 
look forward to your port of this samurai fighter 
on March 16.

There are many titles coming out in February 
and March of this year, 2021. It’s bound to keep 
fans of all of these series and new titles enter-
tained in this pandemic for just a while longer. 
Don’t forget to keep updated with the respective 
series to get more information on the games you 
love and enjoy.

Stuck at Home? Get a New Game

gOOglE.cOM

“Super Mario 3D World: Bowser’s Fury”

By Wendy Medina

Every year one of the best parts 
of the Superbowl is watching 
the commercials. When compa-
nies spend five and a half mil-
lion dollars for 30 seconds of air 
time, they will put their best ads 
forward and hopefully make us 
laugh. Like everything else, the 
pandemic has changed the line-
up of commercials this year. For 
some reason Pepsi and Coke did 
not advertise at the Superbowl. 
Neither did Budweiser, and they 
have been a staple for years and 
years. 

If you are old enough to re-
member it or if you have an ex-
tensive queue in your video line-
up, you may be familiar with the 
old movie Wayne’s World. Even 
though it has been decades Mike 
Myers and Dana Carvey have 
been broadcasting from the base-
ment of Wayne’s mom’s house. 
Now they are using their show 
to promote Uber Eats, which is 
something that many have be-
come familiar with during the 
lock downs. The result of this 
commercial is some laughs, and 
maybe eating local. 

Another ad that made us laugh 
was for Tide, which was used to 
wash a sweatshirt with the face 
of Jason Alexander, from the 
show Seinfeld. So, another show 
from a long time ago was used as 
the basis of a laugh, to sell some-
thing. The best part of this com-
mercial is the facial expressions 
of Jason on the sweatshirt, but I 
guess that is the point. 

Keeping the cultural icons of 
the past in mind, Dolly Parton’s 
“9-5” song was used as the basis 

of a commercial for Squarespace, 
a website creation company. This 
time though it was working from 
5 to 9. Catchy, and a great song.

The best commercial for many 
was the daydream sequence by a 
worker for Amazon who was de-
signing the next Alexa box. She 
daydreams about Alexa being 
put into a box that looks just like 
Michael B. Jordan, much to the 
dismay of her husband. This is a 
funny, and a little naughty, com-
mercial, but it makes us laugh. 

As long as we are on the sub-
ject of bad partners, the Cheetos 
commercial featured Shaggy 
singing his “It Wasn’t Me” from 
2000. Ashton Kutcher accuses 
his wife, Mila Kunis, of eating all 
the Cheetos, catching her orange 
handed in every case. When she 
says “...it wasn’t me”, the result 
is hilarious.

Using candy to say you are 
sorry is a great way to do it, but 
by doing things onpurpose just 
so you can make up with some 
M&M’s is just wrong. That is 
exactly what happened in this 
year’s M&M’s ad, when “kick-
ing your seat accidentally on pur-
pose” or “mansplaining” were 
reasons to give some delicious 
candy. When Dan Levy promises 
not to eat any more of the friends 
of the M&Ms with the red one 
banging on the glass of his car, 
well, he probably will eat just a 
few more. Morbid, but funny. 

There were many more com-
mercials, but these were the fa-
vorites this year. In a year that 
was just crazy with all kinds of 
crises, it was nice to see some 
normalcy in our commercials for 
the big game. 

Happy St. Patrick’s Day! But Who 
was Patrick and Why is He a Saint?

By The Resident Historian

It is the middle of March and 
that means that everything is 
turning green. Well, this year 
it is really cold and nothing is 
growing green yet, but it is still 
Saint Patrick’s Day. But what is 
Saint Pat’s day? Where does it 
come from and what is with all 
the green?

St. Patrick’s Day is the obser-
vance of the death of the pa-
tron saint of Ireland. He died 
on March 17, 461, in Ireland. It 
has been celebrated in Ireland 
for over 1000 years. The tradi-
tional observation of this holi-
day in Ireland is to go to church 
in the morning and then spend 
the afternoon celebrating. The 
celebration would include the 
consumption of meat, drink and 
dancing, which would normally 
be prohibited because of Lent. 
You want to know what they 
ate? You guessed it Irish bacon 
(corned beef) and cabbage. Who 
would have thought it?

But who was Patrick and why 
is he a saint? Patrick was born in 
Roman Britain, but he was kid-

napped and brought to Ireland 
as a slave at the age of 16. When 
he escaped, he actually returned 
to Ireland to spread Christianity 
there.

The stories surrounding Pat-
rick are part of the Irish culture 

to this day. Shamrocks, which 
have three leaves were, as the 
story goes, used by Patrick to 
tell the story of the Trinity. He 
used the three leaves to show 
rather than just tell about the 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
That explains all the shamrocks 
during Saint Patrick’s Day. This 
also explains the green color be-

ing associated with the holiday.
Today all around the world 

there are Saint Patrick’s Day 
Parades. However, they do not 
come from Ireland. How does 
that make sense? The earliest 
parade was held in St. Augus-
tine, in Florida in 1601. The 
first parade in New York City 
was held in 1772. Therefore, 
the Saint Patrick’s Day parade 
is actually an American inven-
tion. As more and more Irish 
immigrants came to America 
their cultural pride was exhib-
ited during Saint Patrick Day 
parades held throughout the 
country in cities like Chicago, 
Boston, Philadelphia, and of 
course New York City. 

This year, as well as last, the 
parade in New York was can-
celled due to the Covid pan-
demic. However, a tradition that 
goes back over a thousand years 
cannot be ended when a parade 
is cancelled temporarily. So, 
take a moment to think about 
Saint Patrick and all the good 
he did for the world and for the 
people of Ireland. Happy Saint 
Patrick’s Day!

Top Superbowl 
Commercials

gOOglE.cOM

Saint Patrick

YOuTuBE.cOM

M&M’s 2021 Superbowl ad featured 
Dan Levy.

YOuTuBE.cOM

“The Jason Alexander Hoodie” was 
Tide’s Superbowl 2021ad.

gOOglE.cOM

“Samurai Shodown”

gOOglE.cOM

“Little Nightmares”
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Was the 45th 
President of the 
United States 
stripped of His 
First Amendment 
Rights? 

By Amelia Reynoso

The sad events of January 6, 
when the Capitol building of 
the United States was stormed 
by rioters, has brought up some 
interesting questions about safety 
in our nation’s capital. Also, it 
has brought up some questions 
about our First Amendment 
rights and the right of the Presi-
dent of the United States to speak 
on free speech platforms. 

Donald Trump held a rally the 
same day as the riot took place. 
However, that rally turned into 
a march to the Capitol, which 

then turned into a riot in what is 
supposed to be one of the most 
secure buildings in the nation. 
People from all over the country 
were involved, most of the par-
ticipants were not even from the 
Washington D.C. area. Resulting 
from this criminal act, the Presi-
dent was banned from all modern 
social media. These include Twit-
ter, Instagram, Facebook, even 
Google. His personal accounts 
were all removed from these 
mainstream apps. The thought of 
a President of the United States 
being banned so that he cannot 
speak to the nation is unheard of.

The First Amendment guar-
antees the freedom of speech. It 
has been one of, if not the most, 
controversial amendments to 
the Constitution. So, if the 45th 
president is not able to express 
his point of view, is not allowed 
to speak, then what hope is there 
for the rest of us? Maybe there 
was a good reason, maybe his 

words are so dangerous that there 
was no other way to contain him. 
Let us look at why his freedom 
of speech was taken from him so 
that we can make an informed 
decision.

On January 6, the day of the 
riot and also the day that the 
Electoral College votes were 
counted in the Capitol, many 
felt that the President enabled his 
supporters to keep on going and 
the riot. Many felt that Donald 
Trump was encouraging his sup-
porters to keep on damaging the 
Capitol even as the events took 
place. The social media owners 
said that he was violating their 
proper use rules. However, there 
are millions of people who vio-
late these rules all the time and 
people report them and nothing 
is ever done about it. A natural 
question would be why is the 
President of the United States 
being held to a higher standard 
than any other citizen of the Unit-

ed States and even others, even 
terrorists from around the world?

Many people do not like Don-
ald Trump, that is why he lost 
the election, but his rights were 
violated. There must be some 
other way to allow speech of the 
President, without completely 
silencing him. Even though his 
supporters did a very bad thing 
and they are being punished, they 
are individuals, and they should 
think for themselves. Trump nev-
er said go to the Capitol and riot. 
They violated our nation and 
threatening the lives of Capi-
tal Police and even members of 
Congress. For that they will pay. 
The FBI has been tracking these 
people down and arresting them. 

However, Donald Trump did 
hold the rally on January 6. He 
did not say anything different 
than he was saying throughout 
his presidency, so what makes 
this day different? 

Another issue that has come 

to light recently is that the FBI 
has discovered that the weapons 
and even bombs were placed 
before the speech even started. 
How could Trump have incited 
a riot if they were planning it 
before he spoke. The riot also 
began before Trump was even 
done with his rally speech. How 
could he start a riot if he was not 
even done speaking. Many peo-
ple like Trump, many people do 
not, but the question of the First 
Amendment is important for all 
of us, and it is more important 
than any one president. 

To all the families affected by 
this riot, our respects go out to 
you, especially the officer who 
lost his life in the riot. When 
getting to the bottom of this riot, 
let us not forget that our rights 
are more important. The First 
Amendment is more important 
than any president, no matter 
how much you like that president 
or dislike him. 

By Bruno Recoba

Superbowl LV (that is 55 for 
those of you that are not up 
on the Roman numerals), was 
played at the Raymond James 
Stadium in Tampa, Florida, 
where the weather was much 
better than in New Jersey. 

It seems the lock downs have 
made many people want to get 
to something “normal” that we 
can all do together, like watch-
ing a football game. 96.4 mil-
lion people watched the Tampa 
Bay Buccaneers’ beat the Kan-
saas City Chiefs (sorry Chiefs 
fans). The game was not even 
close, 31-9. 

This was the most watched 
game since 2015 and it changed 
the trend of declining views 
of the Superbowl. In fact, this 
year’s game was up 65 percent 
from last year for streaming 
views. 

Many people watched the 
game from all over the country 
but there was a high percentage 
of viewers in the Boston area, 

which make sense, because that 
is where Tom Brady played for 
the New England Patriots for 
years. He won six Superbowl 
rings for himself there, and led 
the Patriots to six champion-
ships. This year makes his sev-
enth, which is a record. 

Tom Brady was selected as the 
MVP (most valuable player) and 
he thanked his teammates from 
the postgame podium. He said, 
“I’m so proud of all these guys 
out here, everything we dealt 
with all year.” 

Brady also said that fans 
should expect to see them next 
year too. With so many rings 
on his fingers, that is not just a 
boast, but really the statement 
from the G.O.A.T. Tom Brady. 

The game itself was won on 
two fronts. Tom Brady was able 
to pass for two touchdowns in 
the first half, completing 21 of 
29 passes, which was enough to 
win the game before the second 
half was played. 

The other part of the game was 
the incredible defense of the 
Buccaneer’s Todd Bowles de-

fensive coordinator was so good 
that the Chiefs’ offense never 
got a shot to score. The game 
was controlled and dominated 
by the offense and defense of 
the Buccaneers.

With the football season over, 
the next games to watch are 
Basketball, so keep a watch for 
articles for our favorite teams 
here.

OPINION
OPINION

Art is Important
By Avi Rana

Being cooped up 
during this pan-
demic has made a 
lot of people ques-
tion what is im-
portant. One place 
where people can 
relate to other hu-
mans out there is 
through art. Art is 
a form of humani-
ty that can connect 
us in a way that 
does not rely on being face-to-face, and art can touch other humans 
across time and space. It is a great way for all of us to stay connected 
during this difficult time.

There are many types of art, but dividing it between ancient art and 
modern art is a main difference. Modern art is more expressive and 
less formal than ancient art. It questions or rejects the traditional 
means, treatment, or mindset of creating art.  Modern art reflects art-
ists’ expressions and perspectives. 

On the other hand, ancient art was impersonal and conformed to a 
certain society or society as a whole. Maybe we look at this ancient 
art and just do not understand it, because it is part of a culture that is 
different than ours. 

Traditional art aimed to represent reality or realism through narra-
tive. It tells a story. Sometimes in the modern age, we understand the 
story, and sometimes we need to get deeper into it. Whereas, modern 
art aims to throw aside the tradition of the past and experiment with 
new ways of seeing and with fresh ideas about the nature of materials 
and functions of art. 

Learning through and about the arts enriches the experience of 
studying while at school as well as preparing students for life after 
school. Arts subjects encourage self-expression and creativity and can 
build confidence as well as a sense of individual identity. 

We make art because there is something inside the creative person 
that needs to get out. The poet, musician, actor, and visual artist all 
have a desire to express what they feel and to create something of 
great value. 

There is something very important and very human about art, all 
forms of art, including painting, drawing and sculpture. We as humans 
get to interact, express our culture and our society through art. Art can 
make sympathy, make people think about our culture and our world, 
and can help to make new relationships between people. At a time 
when it seems more difficult than ever to create a conversation with 

others, talking 
about art is more 
important than 
ever. 

There is art all 
around us, when 
you see it, pause. 
Take a minute to 
think about it and 
maybe even enjoy 
it. Even art that 
shows the side of 
us that is not so 
pretty is worthy of 
a look, because it 
is part of the story 
of all of us.

Brady helps a new team 
win the Superbowl

sight, and now the goal is just 
how fast we can get there. Every-
one wants to get back to normal, 
before we forget what that is. The 
pandemic and the restrictions that 
come with it have proven to be 
a challenging time for everyone 
through the past year. So, the 
demand for the vaccine is at an 
all-time high.

President  Joe Biden has 
released much information 
regarding the new covid vac-
cines. One piece of information 
he had released is that the U.S. 
would increase its weekly supply 
of Covid vaccines by 5% provid-
ing at least 10 million doses for 
the next three weeks. This is good 
progress and the goal is to make 
sure that everyone can access a 
vaccine. The federal government 
says that the U.S. would increase 
shipments of the vaccine doses 
per week for up to 10 million. 

Eventually this would help ensure 
that everyone would in the United 
States can get vaccinated. 

Shipments of the vaccine are 
said to head to pharmacies soon 
representing over 40,000 pharma-
cies worldwide. The phase one of 
the distribution plan is said to be 
to send 1 million doses to 6,500 
stores including Walgreens, CVS, 
Walmart, and other stores that can 
be accessed by those who wish 
to get the vaccine. The faster the 
vaccines can be distributed, the 
faster that we can return to a more 
normal life without the restric-
tions that had changed everyone’s 
way of living and working. CVS 
stores in New Jersey started pro-
viding vaccines to customers on 
February 11. 

Do not wait to go get this life-
saving vaccine. The faster that 
we can get past this horrible dis-
ease the faster that we can get 
back to a normal life, at home, 
at school and at work. See you 
all soon when we finally get back 
to school.
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“Rio Juchitan” by Diego Rivera is a modern art 
painting from the mid 20th century.
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the same as the years before 
where people were able to 
do their work in a classroom 
with no distractions. Now 
there are many more factors 
that play in school life, the 
pandemic, wi-fi issues, men-
tal health issues, having to 
work extra hours and more. 

Just about all the teachers 
have adjusted their teaching 
style and the work they give 
so that students can learn bet-
ter. However, they can only 
do so much. It is up to the 
students to meet them half-
way and get some work done. 
Please take advantage of the 
schooling that is offered so 
that we do not fall behind. 
Whatever we take as a vaca-
tion day now will only make 
our return to the school build-
ing even harder.


