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Students visited the New Jersey General Assembly Chamber where Assem-
blyman Gary Schaer represents the 36th Legislative District.

State House Field Trip

By Aleyshka Barbosa ‘19

On May 26, Passaic High
School students had the oppor-
tunity to travel to our state cap-
ital, Trenton, and visit the State
House. During this trip, students
were able to see firsthand some
of the events that take place in
the State House.

After a long bus ride from
Passaic to Trenton, the students
and chaperones, including or-
ganizers, Mr. Brubaker and
Mr. Ruiz, finally arrived at the
State House. The architecture
that lines the street of the state

house overwhelmed us, because
every building has history; each
building has an essential purpose
to the community and even the
state.

Students went to the State
House entrance and embarked
on a short tour. Every part of
the building has a history, some
things more modern than others,
but all serving a purpose to the
establishment. Some parts of the
State House were not open due to
renovations taking place; howev-
er, students were able to visit the
Assembly Chamber.

Continued on Page 8

Striving for Acade

By Armando Martinez ‘19

Every year our school’s
STRIVE organization, along
with Lincoln Middle School’s
own STRIVE, holds their annu-
al award ceremony. This allows
teachers to honor students that
have shown academic excellence
or have improved throughout the
school year. The ceremony was
on Tuesday, May 29.

STRIVE is run by Passaic High
Schools own Ms. Jose, and Lin-
coln Middle School’s Ms. Wash-
ington.

The club encourages students
to persistently aim for academic
excellence and improve their per-
formance in school. Although it
was the eighth Annual STRIVE
Awards, it was bittersweet due to
it being the last award ceremony
for the Lincoln Middle School.

Ms. Tina Bustamante, graduate
of PHS’s class of 2002, shared
words of wisdom about her jour-
ney to success.

Senior student Madeline
Dominguez, a dedicated STRIVE
member throughout her time at
PHS, received STRIVE’s book
scholarship. This prestigious
award is a representation of all the
qualities a student must embody.

UL STRIVE

mic Excellence

After the ceremony, delicious
refreshments were provided to
honorees, their teachers, and their
families. It was an unforgettable
night, to see the honorees accept
their awards, and be acknowl-
edged for the fantastic work they
have done.

Above: STRIVE poses with their
advisers, Ms. Washington and Ms.
Jose.

Right: Mariana Dominguez and
Ms. Jose show off Mariana’s book
scholarship.

More photos on page 10.
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‘Chicago: The Musical’ Wows the Crowd at Shirelles Auditorium

By Janessa Mejias ‘19

Passaic High School has
done it again! This year PHS
performed their rendition of
“Chicago: The Musical” writ-
ten originally by Bob Fosse
and Fred Ebb. The play, carried
themes of “murder, greed, cor-
ruption, violence, exploitation,
adultery and treachery.”

“Chicago: The Musical,”
based in Chicago, Illinois in
the mid-1920’s, is about two
Vaudevillian murderesses, Rox-
ie Hart and Velma Kelly, and
their adventure through prison
and life after murdering their
lovers.

The show generally depicts a
lot of dry humor and sarcasm. It
keeps you on your toes but your

ears are in love with the differ-
ent sounds from every song.
The cast and crew of this
year’s production of “Chicago”
created an amazing three night
show. They worked difficult
and tedious hours, long rehears-
als and a long time building
relationships together to show
PHS the amazing talent we
have right here in our school.

The director was our very
own band director, Christopher
Rusca. Mr. Rusca picked the
strongest cast members for this
production and the end result
was breathtaking.

Hands down, the most loved
character of the play at PHS
was Mary Sunshine played by
Sophomore Gabriel Champion.
Characters Roxie and Velma

played by Jessica Sanchez and
Maria Salas, as well as Bruce
Ransom playing Billy Flynn,
blew us all away with uncan-
ny acting, perfectly portraying
their characters to the T!

Let’s not forget the band up
in the background giving the
feel of live music playing as the
lives of each character goes on
naturally.
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Which teacher made the BIGGEST impact on you? Why?

“Christopher Rusca. He pushed me to work hard
and learn how to handle certain stressful situa-
tions"- Irais Vazquez

“Mrs. Weston made the BIGGEST impact on me be-
cause she believed in me. Mrs. Weston never gave
up on me and made me realize my capacity and in-
telligence.”- Rosalva Restituyo

“Ms. Bulson taught me how to never give up, and to
always keep going. She was the only teacher who
handled me whenever | got mad, the one teacher
who calmed me down, and always had something
positive to say.’- Ivan Salas

“Ms. Kowalewski taught us about real life conse-
quences and trials. She introduced a new aura to
us, that fortunately | was able to adapt to.”- Aijona
Dawson

“Ms. Zeidan made a big impact on me as she defi-
nitely prepared me for what college would be like,
and how hard | have to work. She’s also helped me
see the realities of the world and what a person can
do to change it."- Saria Saenz

“Mr. Harmon was able to inspire me to go for a ca-
reer in TV, and helped me achieve my most poten-
tial in that.”- Fatima Sugeili Resendiz Alvarez

“Ms. Ament has made the greatest impact on me
because | see how much work she goes through for
her classes and how much she fights for her stu-
dents. It is very inspiring to see a teacher actually
care about her students and not teach just for pay-
check.- Jackie Cruz

“The teacher who made the biggest impact would
be tied between my freshmen English teacher Mr.
Caufield and Club adviser Mr. Meltzer. These teach-
ers have made me realize a dream I've always
had but never realized could become a reality. Mr.
Caufield was the teacher who introduced me to Mr.
Meltzer, who had a club named Interact. From then
on | stuck to this club for the rest of my high school
career. This club specifically focused on tutoring
the kids in an after school program, and I've always
loved small children. Look at me now, wanting to
major in Early Childhood Education at my dream
school. Thanks to these two | have aimed for a
dream that | love so much.”- Ashley Deita

“The teacher that made the biggest impact on me
was Mr. Mombrun because he always made me
laugh but always made sure | was focused. He re-
ally showed that he cared for his students.”- Leslie
Casiano

“Mr. Rusca has pushed me to be the best person |
can possibly be. He has helped me in so many ways
and | cannot begin to explain how grateful | am for
him. He continuously goes above and beyond for all
of his students, and shows that he really does care
for us.”- Jocelyn Rodriguez

“Ms. Cho, an APUSH teacher who pushed me to
pursue computer science (my major) in my soph-
omore year of high school.”- Michelle Andrea
Bautista

“Mr. Rusca, because he both inspired and motivat-
ed me to change my outlook and personality within
PHS."- Juan Antonio Vidals

“Mr. Galan, because he has inspired me to be a bet-
ter person and be motivated. He has taught me how
to work out and taught me that | should do every-
thing at 100 percent. | really look up to him, he gives

great advice and will help you in any way possible.-
Bryan Ramirez

“A couple of teachers impacted my life in one way
or another, some of them being Mr. Mombrun, Ms.
Bohomolec, Mr. Nyabeta and Ms. Yildirim.”- Arleny
L6pez

“Mr. Martinez had a huge impact on me for making
me realizing | wasn't working at my full potential
and that | should always put in 100 percent, or else
what's really the point of being at school.”- Bruce
Vaquero

“Ms. Cornwell, because she motivates her students
to do their work and to always have a good day no
matter what, and she’s always there for her students
for anything.”- Edwin Martinez

“Mrs. Lourenco. | loved her, she was a really good
teacher. Thanks to her my English is way better.
| loved her way of teaching, and she was a really
good adviser. She is a role model.”- Nayeli Pichardo

“The teacher who made the biggest impact on me
Continued on Page 11

PHS’s Top Students: Dhruvi and Diana

By Armando Martinez ‘19 and
Aleyshka Barbosa ‘19

Even though many want to
accomplish all of their goals and
fulfill all of their dreams, there
are only a rare few who step up
to the plate and take on the world.
This year, PHS has two stand-out
seniors who deserve recognition
for their outstanding accom-
plishments throughout their high
school years. For this year’s grad-
uating class, Ms. Dhruvi Rana
earned the title of Valedictorian,
and Ms. Diana Tiburcio received
the title of Salutatorian.

Valedictorian:

Dhruvi Rana

e What were your goals for
high school? Did you achieve
them?

I knew that when I began high
school, I wanted to leave some
type of positive impact on my
school community. Although I
had never imagined that I would
be the valedictorian of my class,
I did know that I wanted to excel
academically and do the best that
I possibly could. Rather than
settling for less, I continuously
pushed myself to be a better stu-
dent and found that this allowed
me to accomplish many things in
high school.

e What was your favorite class
or subject? Why?

I really enjoyed AP Calculus,
which is something that I thought
I would never say. Although I am
more interested in humanities/
social sciences and do not intend
on majoring in the field of math-
ematics, this class truly pushed
and exemplified the importance
of perseverance. Not only did
I have a wonderful teacher to
help guide me, but I was also
determined to do well in that class
despite numerous obstacles that
stood in my path.

e What do you attribute your
success in school to?

I'would most certainly have to
say my extensive support system.
Not only do I have a supportive
family, but I also have caring
friends and teachers who want
the best for me. Throughout high
school, there have been multiple
occasions during which I relied

heavily on the people who cared
about me to navigate through
the difficulties that I faced. In
addition, I found that many of my
peers lack a support system and
seldom have anyone to turn to.
Therefore, without the love and
support of my family, friends, and
teachers, I would not have been
able to succeed in school.

e Who do you admire most?

Mindy Kaling because she is
one of my personal role models.
This is primarily because she has
rejected cultural expectations by
defying the norm and pursued a
profession in comedy as an Asian
woman. She truly leads by exam-
ple and is the epitome of a strong,
independent woman.

e What are your future plans
for college?

This upcoming fall, I will be
attending Franklin and Marshall
College with a major in Pre-Law/
History.

e What is your dream job?

I aspire to become a diplomat
and work for the United Nations.
I have been interested in the
field of global affairs ever since
I could comprehend the purpose
and responsibilities of the United
Nations. As a young child, I was
captivated by the role of the UN
because I perceived it to be the
ultimate superhero country. After
I matured, I realized the UN is an
intergovernmental organization
that is heavily involved in global
peacemaking. Ultimately, this
increased my interest in global
affairs because [ was intrigued by
how the governments of multiple
countries depended and influ-
enced each other.

e What advice would you give
freshmen students?

I would strongly encour-
age freshmen students to be
open-minded and to get out of
their comfort zone. I have found
that doing so, opens up more
opportunities and allows you to
diversify the activities that you
are a part of. Also, refrain from
comparing yourself to others
and learn to focus on yourself
because the one person you
should be competing with is you.
Most importantly, build lasting
friendships and relationships with
the people that are around you
because these people become the

ones that you can turn to. Last-
ly, have fun in high school and
cherish your time because time
moves so rapidly.
e What clubs/activities/extra-

curriculars were you involved in?

Mock Trial (President)

National Honor Society (Trea-
surer)

Student Council (Secretary)

Student Government

Junior Optimist Club

Lead for Diversity

Girls’ State

Intern at the Office of Assem-
blyman Gary Schaer

Teen PEP

Collegiate Leadership Summit

Volunteer work with Autism
Organization

Volunteer work with temple

Salutatorian:

Diana Tiburcio

e What were your goals for
high school? Did you achieve
them?

For some reason I entered high
school thinking that it would
further my interest in the med-
ical field. However, after taking
biology, I realized I HATE sci-
ence. The subject that used to
bore me to death soon became
my most exciting part of the
day... history. While I techni-
cally did not achieve my goal, I
got something better out of it. In
this school I realized my love for
bettering the lives of other people
through charitable work and pol-
icy reform. I plan to continue this
work in college and later in life.

o What was your favorite class
or subject? Why?

My favorite class was AP U.S.
History primarily for the relation-
ship that I built with my teach-
er, Ms. Cho. Unlike my other
teachers, she always challenged
me and reminded me that in life
I need to work harder than oth-
ers do. She never awarded me
for tasks that I should have done
which was a wake up call for me
during my sophomore year.

e What do you attribute your
success in school to?

I attribute my success to the
privileges that [ was able to grow
up with. As a child, my mother
would read to me every night and
I live a comfortable enough life

Valedictorian Dhruvi Rana and Salutatorian Diana Tiburcio

to stay home and focus on my
studies rather than work. I know
this lifestyle is not available to
many students in our school. In
addition to this, my motivation to
continue to push myself harder
every year has been a big part of
my life. I never like to settle and I
am always working on a new task
to improve my time at school.

e What are your future plans
for college?

As a recently admitted student
to Amherst College, I plan to dou-
ble major in Sociology and LIST
(Law, Jurisprudence, and Social
Thought).

e What is your dream job?

I realized that my role in soci-
ety is to give back to inner-city
communities such as mine. My
dream job would specialize in
reforming educational inequali-
ties in our society or educational
law. I plan to return to Passaic in
the future and give back to my
community and the disadvan-
taged youth all over the nation.

e What advice would you give
freshmen students?

I would tell them to try new
things and join a bunch of clubs
for the fun of it. I made a lot
of friends from participating in
different activities. I would tell

everyone to try their hardest in all
their classes but that’s not realistic
because not everyone has the
drive to do that. Enjoy your time
in high school by giving back
to your community. Organize a
school event. Come to a pep rally.
Get involved because the school
gives us so many opportunities
to do so!

e What clubs/activities/extra-
curriculars were you involved
in?

Student Council Founding
Member and President

National Honor Society Vice
President

Varsity Softball

Teen Pep

Pipeline

STRIVE

Mock Trial

Tutoring (Today’s Learning
Center and AP Courses)

Internship with assemblyman
Gary Schaer

LEAD (Leadership, Education,
and Development) Program

Girls State

William Paterson Summer Pro-
gram for college credits

Volunteering at Saint Mary’s
Hospital

Initiating JSA (Junior State of
America) for students next year
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The funniest thing a
teacher said was...

“| don’t have one specific example, but Mr. Walker is
hilarious!"- Destiny Jiminian-Santos

“| look like Marilyn Monroe because | am becoming
blonder everyday.”- Rosalva Restituyo

“Study with your boyfriend or girlfriend so they could
be useful.”-Adrian Escamilla

“No homework!"- Anderson Aguilar

fail Lunch.”- Fatima Sugeili Resendiz Alvarez

“The funniest thing was during a lab day my Physics
teacher, Mr. Martinez, mentioned how if he were to
slow down he could drop the water he held in a cup
as he swinging it in a circle. After he mentioned this
he ended up spilling it all over the floor; it was hilari-
ous.”- Ashley Deita

“Hurry up and take your time.”- Arleny Lopez

“Love isn't real, | just live with my wife for legal rea-
sons.”- Bruce Vaquero

“What do you call a bear without an ear? The answer
is B."- Edwin Martinez

“What do you call a long legged woman?!?’ IL-
LENE!"- Kiara Lopez

“Time will pass, will you?"- Di’Amonique Dotson

“They hate you because they ain't you.” ~ Eric Ny-
abeta"- Jocelyn Gonzalez

“If | named my daughter Barbara, her name will be
Barbara Barbara.’ The words of wisdom.’- Christian
Michael Torres

“The funniest thing a teacher said to me was that my
breath stinks, because | said ‘Something smells bad’
and he said ‘It's you. Close your mouth.”- Estepha-
ny Polanco

“| don’t know what goes on in this school, | just work
here.”- Steven Zuniga

“Well she didn't really say anything, but Kristen
Kush'’s reaction when she saw her birthday cake for
this school year was memorable, as she was sur-
prised that she got a Chem-themed birthday cake.”-
Ariday Benitez

“Water is wet."-Darijah Caesar-Wright

“| don’t remember but Mr. Barbara always said
something funny. He said so many funny things that |
don’t even remember.’- Yetty Marte

N

What was the
funniest excuse
you gave an
administrator
or teacher?

“| told my piano teacher | couldn’t play because
my fingers were broken. Then she caught me
texting a few minutes later.” —Saria Saenz

“Someone stole my binder.-Fatima Alvarez

“That | took a nap and woke up at 12 a.m.
so | couldn't do the homework.”-Sebastian
Plasencia

‘| got lost on my way to class—Edwin
Xicotencatl

“This is my class.” -Edwin Martinez
“| died and came back."-Ashley Leslie

“My sister took my binder to school by mis-
take.—Kiara Lopez

“ My cat chewed on my homework.’-Carol
Tapia

“| didn’t do your homework because | dreamt
that you didn’t give any. And school should help
me make my dreams come true!’-Raj Rana

“| told a teacher that | was late because my
alarm didn’t sound.”- Angel De Los Santos

“| wasn't wearing my uniform pants and | told
my teacher that | lost my pants.’- Kenneth
Aguilar

“| did my homework but | left it at home.-
Ayush Rana

“It was an accident.”- Emmanuel Martinez

™

Ms. Zeidan's Period 3 AP Literature class celebrates the end of AP test cramming!

PHOTO BY Ms. ZEIDAN

Where do you plan on going to college/trade school/military?
OR where do you plan on working?

“Kean University."- Irais Vazquez

“| plan on working at a well-known restaurant.”-
Adrian Escamilla

“| will be attending Montclair State University and
majoring in accounting.”- Destiny Jiminian-Santos

“After graduating | will be working for Amazon in the
summer, and in the fall | will be going to Bergen
Community College. Deciding what college to go to
is a lot of thinking; | am not sure if | want to go away
or stay home.”- Rosalva Restituyo

“New York Technical Institute.”- Anderson Aguilar
“Saint Peter’s University.- Ivan Salas
“Montclair State University."- Aijona Dawson

“| plan on going to Passaic County Community Col-
lege for two years and then | will transfer to either
William Paterson or Rutgers.”- Marlene R

“Ramapo College Of New Jersey.”— Natalie Probst

“| plan on going to Passaic County Community Col-
lege for Criminal Justice.”- Saria Saenz

“| really want to go to Montclair, but if that is not
possible, | will continue looking for ways to continue
a TV career by another form of education.’- Fatima
Sugeili Resendiz Alvarez

“Passaic County Community College.” — Sebastian
Plasencia

“Montclair State University."- Ashley Deita
“Rockland Community College.”- Mrs. Yildirim

“| plan on getting my state of mind together.’- Leslie
Casiano

“William Paterson.- Laisha Serrano
“Caldwell University.’- Jocelyn Rodriguez

“New Jersey Institute of Technology.”- Michelle An-
drea Bautista

“My plan is to attend Passaic County Community
College for two years and then transfer to John Jay
College of Criminal Justice.”- Arleny Lopez

“New Jersey City University. - Elizabeth Hernandez

“Lincoln Tech.”- Edwin Martinez

“Berkeley College.™- Estephany Polanco
“Fortis Institute.”- Adrianna Martinez
“Montclair State University.- Jennifer Calixto

“| plan to go into the military.”- Adrian Salas
“New Jersey City University."- Pamela Cordero

“| plan on going to Pace University for the spring
semester.”- Rosa Rodriguez

“Stevens Institute of Technology.’- Mark Rodriguez

“Passaic County Community College.- Esmeily
Molano

“Berkeley College.”- Di'Amonique Dotson

“| plan on going to Caldwell University and working
with children in the future.”- Kaori Takase

“Montclair State University.’- Bryan Ramirez
“William Paterson University.- Julie Aimonte

“Arcadia University in Pennsylvania.- Nayeli
Gutierrez

“Montclair State University."- Ashley Quirino

“Universal Technical Institute.”~ Christian Michael
Torres

“Montclair State University.- Sheila Lopez
“William Paterson University."- Gibelly Cruceta

“l plan on joining the United States Airforce
and attending Fairleigh Dickinson.- Lency
Santos-Dominguez

“Rutgers University, School of Nursing.’- Ariday
Benitez

“Ramapo College."-Darijah Caesar-Wright
“Rutgers University.’- Raj Rana

“| plan on doing my two years at Passaic County
Community College and then will go to John Jay
University.’— Evelyn Guerra

“l am going to follow my father’s steps as a me-

chanic and hopefully one day open my very own
business.’- Anonymous

“Montclair State University."- Erwin Guerrero
“William Paterson University."- Nicole Rosario
“New Jersey City University."- Johana Lastor
“The College of New Jersey."- Mariana Ovalles
“Montclair State University.’- Kitana Desiree Vidal

“| am attending Passaic County Community Col-
lege for Accounting.”- Angelica Maria Castillo

“Fairleigh Dickinson University.’— Chelsea Ceron

“| am attending Passaic County Community Col-
lege and a Cosmetology school.”- Michelle Baez

“| plan on joining the United States Marine Corps.”-
Bryant Perez

“The American Institute or Passaic County Commu-
nity College.”- Danaysha Nofs

“Berkeley College.”- Juan Ramirez
“William Paterson.”- Ruben Martinez

“| plan on attending Fortis Institute, focusing on
Heating/Ventilation/Air Conditioning.”— Christopher
Santana

“Camden County College.”- Julio Rafael
“Rowan College.”- Jhericson Taveras

“| plan on going to a trade school, but I'm really
undecided on where to go. | will seek to work in a
place that involves something to do with my career.
As a career, | want to become a professional cake
artist, so probably like a bakery and cake shop.”-
Nai'ajah Rivera

“'m planning on going to Fairleigh Dickinson Uni-

versity, playing volleyball there and majoring in
Criminal Justice or Theatre Arts.”- Yetty Marte

™

Survey Questions continue

on pages 4 and 5
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What advice
would you give
to a freshman®

“Earn for prom because it's expensive.’- Jorge

“Make sure you have good studying habits.”- Pame-
la Cordero

“Never rely too much on friends; learn to be happy
with yourself. “ — Rosa Rodriguez

“Don't let people affect your goals.” — Alexander
Aquino

“Don't spend the next years hanging with the wrong
people” — Esmeily Molano

“Don't wait until last minute to do work and stay out
of trouble.” — Massiel Tavarez

“Don’t take these four years for granted.”- Jocelyn
Gonzalez

“Get involved with clubs and any other thing you can!
Start thinking about your future and take every op-
portunity you're given.” — Niurka Pelaez

“Don't slack, and choose your friends wisely.” — Julie
Almonte

“Live your four years of high school to the fullest be-
cause those four years may seem like a lot but they
will go by so fast.”- Gibelly Cruceta

“Do not procrastinate on work, it piles up.”- Steven
Zuniga

“Be yourself. Don't follow the crowd. Don't let some-
one or your significant other control your life.” — Ari-
day Benitez

“Don’'t mess up during your freshman year. It'll come
back and hurt you.” — Darijah Caesar-Wright

“Do stuff that you're comfortable with, not stuff that
people want you to do.”- Raj Rana

“Every year is important and what you do today will
affect you your senior year. Always do your work and
aim high no matter what that looks to others, and
of course, stay out of cliques and trouble.”- Nicole
Rosario

“Just do your work man.”- Grace Sanchez
“Choose your friends wisely.’- Richard Linares

“Don't act like a fool and don't treat highschool like
it's a joke.” — Angel Lozada

“Just mind your business.”- Emmanuel Martinez

“The friends you came in with will not stay with you
through it all.” — Chelsea Ceron

“Try to survive and don't follow your friends.” - Ru-
ben Martinez

“ You only have to worry about yourself.- Julissa
Compres

™

Best Friends: Who was with you through it all?

“I'd have to say it was Keni'a Powell! She’s the
bomb diggity.”- Destiny Jiminian-Santos

“BJuana Parraguirre, Ulysses Miranda, and the
whole Varsity team.’- Ivan Salas

“Mariana Ovalles and Susan Fong are my girls
and have been with me through my toughest
and brightest times.”- Saria Saenz

“My TV class in general was like family.”- Fati-
ma Sugeili Resendiz Alvarez

“My best friends Angie Zamora, Rosalia Pagan
and Andrea Hernandez were with me through-
out these four years even when we had no class
together.”- Ashley Deita

“Gloria Falcon has always been by my side. |

met her in band, and we have been inseparable
since.”- Jocelyn Rodriguez

“Monica Hernandez! We used to study, do our
homework, and play soccer together.”- Arleny
Lopez

“My best friend through all this was Nayeli Pich-
ardo. She has being there for me since the first
day, and this is forever."- Estephany Polanco

“Tiffany and Jocelyn were with me through it all,
since the seventh grade.’- Kaori Takase

“My best friend Reka was with me through it all,
since my freshman year she has always been
there for me-in and out of school-and | am
grateful for that.”-~ Anonymous

“Julissa Compres was definitely with me through
itall, and | am forever grateful.”- Gibelly Cruceta

“Adrian, he has been there for me all the time.”-
Laisa Fernandez

“My closest friends through all of this were Oda-
lys Ayala and Nicole Flores.”- Erwin Guerrero

“Nidhi Rana, my best friend, and Vaishnavi
Rana, my sister, the one who stood by me on
my hard times.”- Ayush Rana

“My one and only best friend: Keni'a Powell!"-
Danaysha Nofs

T

Who/What will you miss the most about PHS?

“| will miss my friends, and certain teachers the
most from PHS.”- Irais Vazquez

“| will miss Mrs. Weston and a lot of other teach-
ers who | built a friendship through my high
school career.’- Rosalva Restituyo

“Varsity Soccer... started freshman year and to
see it end, man, I'll miss that field, it was home.”-
Ivan Salas

“| will miss my club members (Korean Culture
Club); they are honestly the best! | am the found-
er of the club so | feel like | am leaving my little
babies behind. | love you, my marshmallows!"-
Marlene R.

“One of the things | will miss are the clubs and
the sports, where you would create a bond with
different people and have the best of times with
them.”- Saria Saenz

“| will miss everything! | will miss being able to
walk around hallways ,have my own locker, be
released early, and play in gym with friends.”-
Fatima Sugeili Resendiz Alvarez

“What | will miss the most about PHS is weight
room because | got to meet people who shared
the same interest as me. | also had the pleasure
of meeting a teacher so passionate about getting
his students in shape, Mr Galan.”- Anonymous

“| think 1 am going to miss the ridiculous frag-
ments of conversations someone can overhear in
the hallways that just make no sense to some-
one and just have them erupt into laughter. | will
also miss being in such a familiar environment for
these past four years.”- Jackie Cruz

“| will definitely miss band the most, as hard as it
is at times, It brought me out of my comfort zone
and that's where most of my closest friends are

from.”- Jocelyn Rodriguez

“Being able to leisurely enjoy the company of
those that | have attended, left, and graduated
PHS with, every day.”- Juan Antonio Vidals

“| will miss going on the bus rides with my team-
mates, whether it was to a soccer game or a track
meet.”- Arleny Lopez

“I'm gonna miss everything, even the hallway traf-
fic that we always got stuck in. I'm gonna miss my
friends.”- Nayeli Pichardo

“The only thing | am going to miss about PHS is
all the funny moments | had in my classes with
my friends and some teachers.’- Estephany
Polanco

“Anybody who | met in the three years that | was
here who helped me get to my graduation day.”-
Ashley Leslie

“I will miss the activities, the opportunities and all
the friends and teachers.”- Adrian Salas

“I will really miss the band room, choir room, and
the stage, as well as Mr. Rusca and Ms. Gauthier,
who changed me to the fun, bubbly person that |
am today.”- Anonymous

“The thrill of never knowing what's going to hap-
pen next."- Kiara Lopez

“My underclassmen friends and walking around
the overcrowded hallways.”- Christian Tejeda

“| will miss seeing some of the people | was with
for years, and the teachers that supported me
and helped me through it all.’- Kaori Takase

“I'm going to miss the water fountain by the li-
brary. (The best water in this school.)’-— Nayeli

Gutierrez

“I'l miss the laughs and jokes we make everyday
in class.”- Ashley Quirino

“I will miss all the instructors of Naval Science.”-
Laisa Fernandez

“The free education.”- Steven Zuniga

“I'm gonna miss seeing all of my friends and
going to drill team early in the morning.- Lynda
Arbelo

“Honestly not much, just most of my teachers the
I've had throughout the years of being in PHS."-
Erwin Guerrero

“What | will miss the most about PHS is my cheer
team. | learned to cheer others on even when
they are down and to always bring school spirit."-
Nicole Rosario

“My clubs (HOSA + LFD) along with the e-board
that | have grown so close with, and have estab-
lished a foundation within each club. | take so
much pride in both because my team and | have
turned into what people believed to be nothing to
more than something! | will also miss my group of
friends in my English class because without them
senior year wouldn't have been the same.”- Jo-
hana Lastor

“I will miss the laughs and walks through the hall-
way with friends and some of the teachers who
helped me become a better person.”- Danaysha
Nofs

™

Which staff member will you miss

the most?

“There’s not just one teacher | will miss the most,
there are many that | will miss! Mr. Stowe, Mrs.
Roach, Mr. Walker, Mrs. Benedetti, Ms. Bulson, and
Mrs. Gonzalo!"- Destiny Jiminian-Santos

“All of them. Especially my coaches, and the security
guard Phil."- Yetty Marte

“| will miss Mrs. Cawthern, Ms. Kucharyk, and Mr.
Ruys"-Nai'ajah Rivera

“Ms. Merced, Ms. Bolton, Ms. Cawthern, Mr. Walker,
Mr. Mitchell, Ms. Bulson, Mr. |, Mr. Barbara, Ms. Moo-
gan, Ms. Lepold, P.O. Nuyen.”- Jennifer Pimentel

“Ms. Bulson.”-Julissa Compres
“Mr. Nyabeta."- Evelyn Guerra
“My coaches.”- Willy Acencion
“Mr. Brubaker."-Bryant Perez

“My counselor and coach, Ms. Merced.”- Chelsea
Ceron

“| 'will miss Mr. Caufield the most since he has in-
spired me and made me realize that giving up is nev-
er an option.”- Kitana Desiree Vidal

“Mr. Galan.”- Bryan Ramirez

“Mr. Barbara.”- Christian Michael Torres
“Richardson, the security guard.” — Di’Amonique Dotson
“P.0. Nuyen.”- Alexander Aquino

“Ms. Bulson, Ms. Merced and Mr. Kleiman. These two

counselors have changed my life in a way | will al-
ways be thankful for. They have helped me a lot with
personal issues | had throughout high school.” — Ni-
cole Rosario

“Mr. Pena. He was fun but serious and passionate
with what he does.”- Pamela Cordero

“Mr. lturrino and Mr. Dudek.’- Kiara Lopez
“Coach Lauricella.”- Jennifer Calixto
“Gus, the janitor.”- Juan Antonio Vidals
“Mr. Rusca.”- Jocelyn Rodriguez

“I'll miss seeing Mr. Blath. Although he is rather qui-
et, he was an amazing teacher who | wished | could
have had as a teacher again. “— Ashley Deita

“| will miss Ms. Ament and Mr. Graham the most."-
Jackie Cruz

“Mr. Harmon."- Fatima Alvarez

“Mr. Mitchell. He made my mornings with his sar-
casm.’-Saria Saenz

“Ms. Carter and Ms. Bolton, because they are real,
encouraging and fun.”- Natalie Probst

“Trainer Jess.”- Anderson Aguilar
“Mrs. Weston.”- Rosalva Restituyo

“Ms. Zeidan.”- Adrian Escamilla

™

Seniors at career week.
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How have you changed in four years at PHS?

“I've matured and learned that | can't please ev-
eryone. | won't agree or share the same opinions
with people and we can still share a friendship. I've
learned that people will come and go and life will go
on just fine. And that heartbreaks will heal sooner
than you think.- Irais Vazquez

“I've grown into a more responsible and goal-orient-
ed person throughout my time in PHS."- Destiny
Jiminian -Santos

“| became more open with my friends outside of
school, more motivated in other areas.”- Adrian
Escamilla

“In four years at PHS | have grown stronger than |
ever imagine. | see my reflection in the freshmen and
realize how much | have grown. Now, | realize the
importance of an education and every year | have
more responsibilities. | have gained and lost friends,
but the real ones have always been here for me."-
Rosalva Restituyo

“My attitude, my way of thinking and education be-
came my priority.”- Ivan Salas

“| think | have grown as a person and due to certain
experiences | have learned to value myself. | also
have become more involved in my studies and FI-
NALLY understood the importance of education.”-
Natalie Probst

“As | entered through freshman year, | was insecure
about myself and focused on what others thought
about me. But as the years go by, | leamed that
whatever people thought about me wouldn't affect
the kind of person that | am.”- Anonymous

“I've learned to be more social and come out of my
shell more and I've gained! lost friends but I've grown
and | feel like I've become wiser throughout these
four years.”- Saria Saenz

“| have strangely become more social during my
years here, and going up ranks in my club.”- Fatima
Sugeili Resendiz Alvarez

“I've become more mature and I've learned that
somethings are supposed to happen no matter how
hard you try to change them.”- Sebastian Plasencia

“| learned to be patient with people but also not to
take people’s nonsense.’- Jackie Cruz

“I've become a more open person. I've learned to
manage time and to try on different stuff and make
the best out of it~ Arleny Lopez

“| have changed a lot at PHS.
| learned lots of positive things
from my teachers and learned
a lot of life lessons from ev-
erything | when through during
my school years."- Estephany
Polanco

“| would say I've become a lot
more open and lively rather
than quiet and shy. I've learned
to perform and treat everything
as if it was my chance to make
it big."- Adrian Salas

“In freshman year | was a very
shy person. | would never talk
or participate.... Now | am this
bubbly, talkative, and fun lead-
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er that has a passion for the
arts.”- Anonymous

“| grew up and learned how
to accept other people chang-
ing."- Rosa Rodriguez

“When | first came to PHS as a freshman, | was
chunky and by mid sophomore year, | lost about 32
pounds.”- Christian Tejeda

“| learned that you can't leave everything last minute
because it will only make you stress more.”- Massiel
Tavarez

“Over the four years in PHS | changed emotionally
and mentally. | feel like | learned to be on my own.”-
Kaori Takase

“| started to change and grown mentally when | got
involved into clubs, sports and Teen PEP. Now, |
am confident and respect myself and others all the
time.”- Niurka Pelaez

“| feel like I have slacked on my school work over
the years, but | have grown as a person. I've learned
how to treat people better and help those around me
who need it."- Bryan Ramirez

“After four years at PHS, | have grown to a mature,
responsible young lady, who only focuses on being
successful. | have grown out of my old habits and |
have also become a much more confident person.”-
Ashley Quirino

“| have become more aware, Aware of my surround-
ings and of the people around me.”- Sheila Lopez

Where do you see yourself in five years?

“In five years | see myself with my masters de-
gree in accounting from MSU, looking for a job,
hopefully with a place I've interned for."~ Destiny
Jiminian-Santos

“In five years | see myself graduating from college
and finding a job in business.’-Rosalva Restituyo

“In five years | see myself as a certified architect.”-
Anderson Aguilar

“Graduated from school and working in the Mecca
for fashion (New York City)."-Aijona Dawson

“| see myself working in the television industry as an
apprentice.”- Fatima Alvarez

“Living by myself with a good job and traveling every
once in a while.”- Sebastian Plasencia

“| see myself having four years of experience in my
trade and have gone back to school for business so |
can have my own business and have my family sup-
port me through it."- Jackie Cruz

“Majoring in History from Rutgers University."- Jean
Corral

“Rich and famous.”- Leslie Casiano

“In five years | see myself graduating college and
looking into med school.”- Jocelyn Rodriguez

“| see myself owning a bachelor’s degree in comput-
er science, having experience in the field and vaca-

tioning overseas.’— Michelle Andrea Bautista

“Teaching and hopefully have traveled to two differ-
ent countries.”- Elizabeth Hernandez

“Hopefully working in the field I'm studying and work-
ing on writing a book or comic.’-Bruce Vaquero

“Playing at a higher level in soccer or training little
ones and having a career in athletic training."-Jen-
nifer Calixto

“Kean alumni, and holding a stable job in my ca-
reer.’- Kiara Lopez

“Working / having an internship at NASA or
SpaceX.- Mark Rodriguez

“Finishing college and starting my FBI career.”- Al-
exander Aquino

“Hopefully working in an ICU as a nurse.- Lynda
Arbelo

“| see myself working in the family business, called
Santana’s Heating and Air Conditioning, with my
cousin.”- Christopher Santana

“Traveling and in the olympics."- Angel De Los
Santos

“Doing what | love to do.”- Nai'ajah Rivera

™

Ms. Benedetti’s Period 7 AP Lit class represents their future schools.

“Throughout my years at PHS, | became extremely
independent. | learned that everyone has a different
point of view and perspective about anything and ev-
erything. | realized that our society, community, and
childhood shape us, and it is OUR choice to figure
out whether we'll allow negative interventions affect
us or bring change.”- Ariday Benitez

‘I have changed in so many ways. At the beginning
of my high school experience, | was a very shy and
weird person, now | am more open and can keep a
conversation going.”- Evelyn Guerra

“When | first entered high school | didn't care much
for it, | would just try to do the minimum. As school
went on, | took a big step forward and decided to
take AP classes, and along the way | decided to try
harder in school.”- Omar Lopez

“| learned to be manage my time with school and
sports and also how to be more confident with myself

ProTO BY Ms. BENEDETTI

and to always have a plan B."- Nicole Rosario

“Besides my hair color *knee slap*, | am proud of the
self-confidence that | have gained over the years.
| started off being a transfer student from a similar
setting as Passaic but with no courage to do any-
thing for myself. Instead, | was doing stuff for the
wrong reasons. Now, | am proud of everything that |
have accomplished and | have gained a voice within
myself. If you were to tell me four years ago that |
were to become the person | am today, | would've
laughed.”- Johana Lastor

“I matured and came to a realization that high school
isn't a place to play around and that it is so important.
Also, | stopped hanging out with people who were a
bad influence and made me do things | didn’t want
to.”~ Danaysh

™

“My biggest regret was not playing the sports
| wanted to or joining the clubs | wanted to! |
wish | was more involved in extracurricular ac-
tivities (volleyball, track, art club, etc.).”- Destiny
Jiminian-Santos

“Coming to school late so many times.” — Adrian
Escamilla

“| regret focusing on boys instead of giving a hun-
dred percent on my education. | have realized
that men are temporary.”- Rosalva Restituyo

“Not getting involved in extracurricular activi-
ties.”- Anderson Aguilar

“Having my greatest downfall during senior
year.- lvan Salas

“Being rude to people.”- Aijona Dawson

“Wasting my time on people who were just bring-
ing me down.”- Marlene R

“ Being silent. Not using my voice when | should
have.”-Natalie Probst

“Not taking my junior year seriously.”- Fatima
Sugeili Resendiz Alvarez

“My biggest regret was not trying out for even
one sport through my four years in the same
school. | always thought | would be a good
cheerleader but | never had the confidence to try
out.’-Jackie Cruz

“| regret not taking my freshman year serious-
ly."~ Jean Corral

“Falling behind and surrounding myself with peo-
ple who were bad influences.’- Leslie Casiano

“Letting my laziness and procrastination get in
the way of learning’- Laisha Serrano

“Not joining band sooner’— Juan Antonio Vidals

My biggest regret is...

“Not joining more sports or taking more AP
classes’- Arleny Lopez

“Thinking | could make up work later.”- Bruce
Vaquero

“Sleeping through class and not being able to
make up the work."-Nayeli Pichardo

“Never saying no to my parents when they told
me to stop being in Marching Band, stop cheer-
ing, and not accept a position in basketball.”
- Anonymous

“Not taking my classes more seriously.”- Pame-
la Cordero

“Slacking off senior year."- Mark Rodriguez

“Getting too close to too many people.”- Kaori
Takase

“Allowing people to take me out of my own char-
acter.’- Julie Almonte

“Not making more memorable moments.”-Ash-
ley Quirino

“Not choosing my friends wisely.’- Sheila Lopez

“Deciding to work about 20-35 hours a week my
senior year, instead of focusing on college appli-
cations and scholarships.”- Ariday Benitez

“Taking too many AP classes and stressing over
college.”- Raj Rana

“Focusing too much on sports rather than being
more of a ‘student’ in the word ‘student athlete.’
"~ Nicole Rosario

“‘Allowing my GPA to drop.”- Mariana Ovalles

™

What was your most memorable moment at PHS?

“Prom is definitely the most memorable moment for
me at PHS."- Destiny Jiminian-Santos

“2017 Pep Rally.- Rosalva Restituyo

“Playing at the Passaic County Finals and being
able to see City of Passaic support us!"- Anderson
Aguilar

“My most memorable moment at PHS is when | met
the most amazing people on earth. William Salas
and Natalie Probst <3 | love you guys!"-Marlene R.

“My most memorable moments are the friendships |
have made. Shoutout to Marlene Rodriguez, Lizbeth
Barrera, and others that | have grown close with.
Love yall!- Natalie Probst

“A football game against Tech. There were people
who I've known since elementary and friends that
I've known since freshman year all together and it
crazy how you've basically grown with everyone but
gone in different directions.”- Saria Saenz

“When | was master of ceremony for the Hispanic
heritage assembly."-Sebastian Plasencia

“My most memorable moment at PHS was meeting
my friends in Algebra class, in my first year of school.
“ —Anonymous

“Competing and performing with the marching band.
Band has been a major part of my life since third
grade and I'm so grateful for the opportunities that
have come from it."- Jocelyn Rodriguez

“2017 US Bands National Championships.”-Michelle
Andrea Bautista

“Not giving up.”- Ashley Medel

“When we had drills and ordered pizza since it took a
long time.- Edwin Martinez

“‘Being able to participate in school events with
friends.”- Jennifer Calixto

“All moments were memorable.”-Adrian Salas

“Joining the marching band and making many mem-
ories there.”— Anonymous

“Going on class field trips for my Sociology and AP
Environmental class.”- Anonymous

“My most memorable moment was finally facing
my stage fright and singing in the winter concert my
sophomore year."- Anonymous

“Being a part of the homecoming court.”- Rosa
Rodriguez

“Military Ball."- Alexander Aquino

“Being accepted into National Honors Society.”-
Massiel Tavarez

“The most memorable moment at PHS was get-
ting awards at the beginning for volleyball."- Kaori
Takase

™
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Passaic High School held their
annual Senior Prom celebra-
tion on May 31, 2018. After tak-
ing pre-prom photos, seniors ar-
rived with their dates or groups
of friends in style to the Royal Manor in
Garfield, New Jersey at 6 p.m.

After four long school years, seniors got
to celebrate their accomplishments and
have fun with all of their classmates (some
of which they have been going to school
with since kindergarten!) before their im-
pending graduation.

Teachers and students provided photos.
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National Honor Society Dinner: ﬂﬂlﬂlll‘ﬂtlllﬂ Plls Exemplary Students

By Lisberma Peralta Aquino 20

Scholarship, service, lead-
ership and character: the four
intrinsic values for which the
National Honor Society is na-
tionally acclaimed. Founded in
1921 by Dr. Edward Rynearson,
the principal of Fifth Avenue
High School in Pittsburgh, the
National Honor Society (abbre-
viated NHS) has since been led
with the purpose of recognizing
outstanding high school students
whom, apart from exercising
their time and energy towards
having exceptional grades, are
an active part of their commu-
nity and serve as an exempla-
ry role model to those around
them.

While acknowledging them for
their attainments in mentioned
areas, the NHS also helps for-
tify its members with the vision
that they can exceed their own
expectations.

The premier organization holds
an annual dinner to welcome its
new members and, at the same
time, express a bittersweet fare-
well to the seniors leaving it,
all meanwhile celebrating the
organization’s core values. On
June 5, Passaic High School
held its 2018 National Honor
Society dinner. It took place
at the luxurious country club,
Valley Regency in Clifton, NJ,

New National Honor Soaety members recite the NHS Pledge.

from 6:30 to 10:30 p.m., a time
members spent with their family
and friends, and in the presence
of PHS’ NHS organizers, Mr.
Graham and Ms. Amint, as well
as teachers from the school who
attended with the purpose of
seeing students recognized for
their hard work and dedication,
along with Mr. Acevedo and Ms.
Romero.

NHS President, Laisha Calal-
pa, was the first to claim the
attention of the guests as she
took the podium and welcomed
everyone in the room. Then she,
along with four senior mem-

State House Field Trip

Continued from Page 1

Visiting the Assembly Chamber
was truly one of the highlights of
the tour; right in the center of the
Assembly Chamber there is a
chandelier, installed by Thomas
Edison’s young Electric Light
Company in 1891.

While the students were in the
Assembly Chamber, Assembly-
man Gary Schaer who represents
the New Jersey’s 36th Legisla-
tive District, came and briefly
spoke to the students. Through-
out his words of encouragements
to the students, Assemblyman
Schaer informed the students that
the possibilities of success are
endless if they are sought out. As
well as giving his point of view
on certain issues, Assemblyman
Schaer told students about his
accomplishments while serv-
ing in the New Jersey General
Assembly.

Responding to a question from
a student, Assemblyman Schaer
stated, “I want to live in a society
that is sensitive to the needs of
everyone in it.”

In his closing remarks, As-
semblyman Schaer, who resides
and has an office in the city of
Passaic, shared “Thank you for
coming to the State House — I’'m
really glad to see Passaic here.”

Afterwards, students went to
the New Jersey Education Asso-
ciation building where they had
the privilege to meet a lobbyist,
who shared information about
her job responsibilities.

She closed her Q&A with the
students by declaring that, “No
one in this country gets elected
without people who share your
similar values, and people spend
the time to get to know the per-
son who’s running. Therefore, as
students and soon to be adults,
it is vital that you know infor-
mation about the world around
you.”

After lunch, students were able
to sit in during a general assem-
bly, in which our very own Ms.
Carter, a teacher at PHS, had a
swearing in ceremony as assem-
blywoman for the 22nd District
of the state of New Jersey. Soon
after, students were able to meet
with Ms. Carter. With a positive
tone, she admitted to the group,
“I am so glad that Passaic stu-
dents- some of my very own
students, were able to be here to
experience this with me.”

The day ended with pictures
throughout the State Street.
When it was finally time to get
on the bus, students were smiling
and full of encouragement.
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Newly-inaugurated NJ State Assemblywoman Linda Carter (D-Plainfield)
greets Passaic H. S. students outside of the N.J. State House in Trenton.

bers of the organization, started
lighting the five candles held to-
gether by a candelabrum placed
in front of the room. The middle
and largest candle, explained
Calalpa, represented the eternal
light of knowledge. The other
four, smaller candles flanking
the larger one served as repre-
sentation for scholarship, ser-
vice, leadership, and character.
The evening’s hors d’oeuvre
consisted of Penne Alla Vodka, a
dish enjoyed by all guests alike,
until the new members of the
NHS were promptly called to
the back of the room, where they

were given a small candle and
formed themselves into a line.
When called into the room by
their name, they would walk in,
shake hands with Mr. Acevedo
and Mr. Graham, sign the NHS’
book, and then stand in front of
the room, where they all recit-
ed the NHS Pledge and became
official members. Guests were
then offered a choice of salmon
or chicken for the dinner entrée,
and then seniors were called to
the front of the room and given
a white rose, symbolic of puri-
ty and truth, from which comes
character. They would then give

their rose to that person who
supported them along their High
School journey. Sprinkled ice
cream soon followed for dessert.

Mr. Graham offered the night’s
final speech. “It is a night full of
both joy and sadness,” he said,
“for pretty obvious reasons, for
while we welcome new mem-
bers, we have to say goodbye
to the old ones.” He also gave
three pieces of advice to the stu-
dents listening, though mainly
to the seniors who would soon
be embraced by the ‘real world’:

Step out of your comfort zone.
If you don’t expose yourself to
new experiences, new ideas,
then however will you acquire
knowledge?

Never be the smartest person
in the room. That who claims in-
telligence over all has nothing to
learn, and NHS members should
always strive to be enlightened.

Enough never is, always try to
be better.

Amidst this sequence of
events, Ms. Romero, Mr. Ace-
vedo and Calalpa gave encour-
aging and inspiring speeches
full of esteem and regard for
everyone in the room, mainly
the NHS members, contributing
to the night’s bittersweet mood.
Though it concluded with tears
from many, the National Honor
Society dinner was a remarkable
night; a night to remember.

Linda Carter: Our Teacher and
Assemblywoman

By Lixangelys Ruiz 20

We have an assemblywoman
among us at Passaic High School.
Our very own Ms. Carter from
room M109. Many may not know
what an assemblywoman is, but it
sure does sound like a very import-
ant and prestigious title! An assem-
blywoman is a woman who is a
member of a legislative assembly.

Ms. Carter was inducted as a
member of the New Jersey State
Assembly on May 24. She did so
with hard work throughout a “Spe-
cial Election Convention.” A seat
in the assembly was empty after
the death of Jerry Green, and the
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Assemblywoman (and Passaic High
School teacher) Linda Carter

in Plainfield and as a Union County
Freeholder and a teacher here at
Passaic High School. As for my
assembly seat (LD22) that I hold
right now, I feel I hold the perfect
combination of experience and tal-
ent to help move NJ forward. [ was
humbled and honored to be able to
take the oath and become a member
of the General Assembly, now it’s
time to roll up my sleeves and get
to work in passing legislation to
make New Jersey safer, stronger
and more affordable.

“Prior to joining the Assembly,
I was elected as a Union County
Freeholder in 2010, and became
the first African American woman

election was held to see who would be taking his seat.
Our very own Ms. Carter is now an assemblywoman.

PHS students had the opportunity to support Ms.
Carter at her swearing in ceremony. Students from
AP Government classes and the Student Council were
on a field trip to the State House, and coincidentally,
Ms. Carter received her title that day.

Interview with Ms. Carter:

Her experience, journey, and plan:

“Thank you for this time to get to know me. My
experience so far as an Assemblywoman has been
phenomenal (all three weeks). I have had the oppor-
tunity to meet many individuals across the State of
New Jersey and see the workings of New Jersey
Government from the inside.

“As for my experience, | have been a public servant
for over fifteen years, both as a local elected official

to serve as the Chairman of the Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders in 2013. Prior to being a
Union County Freeholder I served on the Plainfield
City Council for 7 years.”

Adyvice from Ms. Carter to you:

“What advice can I give PHS students? Don’t limit
yourself. Don’t allow your circumstances to hinder
where you can go. Don’t be afraid to take chances
or make mistakes, because you learn from that and
can change and make it better. Be a leader and voice
for those that feel their voice isn’t being heard.”

Her main motivation is, her “passion for all to
succeed.”

As you can see, our assemblywoman has done a lot
in her career for her community and will continue to
do so. Passaic High School is very proud of you and
we are lucky to have you, as a teacher and role model.

Check us out
onlme.
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By Connie Martinez ‘19 and
Kimberly Martinez ‘19

On June 1, students from
Passaic High School partic-
ipated in the annual Youth
in City Government Day.
Through this event, students
are able to see up close the
jobs of City Hall and Passaic
School Board members. On
this day, students dressed
their best and were ready to
take notes about the person
they were shadowing for the
day.

For two hours, students
got to see a glimpse of a day
in the life of their assigned
individual, their responsi-
bilities, and challenges they
may face. The students got
to interact with them and get
to know them better. They
are able to know how they
got there, what their profes-
sion requires, and how they
were able to achieve it.

Once the students were

‘Youth in City Government Day’
Gives Students A Glimpse of
How Local Government Works

finished, were escorted on a
guided tour of Passaic City
Hall, during which they
were informed of the dif-
ferent city departments and
how they work.

Once the tour ended, the
students headed back to
the council room to watch
a mock trial. The council
members were represented
by the students who shad-
owed. Members of the audi-
ence were able to participate
and present ongoing prob-
lems to the Council. The
mock trial showcases to the
students how Mayor Hector
Lora and the Council men/
women come together in or-
der to resolve the conflicts
within the community or try
to come up with a reason-
able solution.

When the mock trial fin-
ished, the students and a few
of the City hall members
head towards the Sevilla
Restaurant to have lunch.

The afternoon began with an
opening speech from Ger-
maine Gibson, Vice Presi-
dent of the Optimist Club.
A few more guest speak-
ers proceeded to present
like Mayor Lora and the
Superintendent of Passa-
ic Schools, Pablo Munoz.
Lunch was served shortly
after, which gave students
time to sit down and talk
about the overall experience
of the day.

Later on, Passaic High
School’s choir performed
two songs, “This is Me”
and “Home Sweet Home.”
After their beautiful perfor-
mance, a had a few more
guest speakers shared words
of wisdom, such as Mr. Mai-
sonet, Assistant Principal at
PHS, and Michele Merced.
One by one, the students
came up to the front to re-
ceive their certificate for
being part of this event, and
later receiving their shirts.

Senior Cadets say
goodbye to NJROTC

By Aleyshka Barbosa ‘19

As the 2017-2018 school year
comes to an end, and influx of
goodbyes roll in, to all the things
students have held close to for
four years.

A traditional event that takes
place in the United States Navy,
also takes place in our very own
NJROTC- change of command.
Where the senior cadets leave
their positions and new students
fill in the shoes they have left.

This year NJROTC senior ca-
dets say goodbye to the program
that has changed them for the bet-
ter, who has molded them to be a
better person.

“I would like to thank all of
the instructors of the NJROTC
program and all the cadets that
have made me the leader that I
am today.” - Cadet Captain Laisa
Peralta

“This program helped me a
lot during my four years of high
school. T can’t imagine where I
would be if I didn’t join. I met my
best friend and great people, I will
always remember.” - Cadet Lieu-
tenant Commander Alexander
Aquino

“I’m grateful to have met every-
one and I hold dearly everyone
that I’ve come across throughout

PH()T() COURTESY OF ALEYSHKA BARBOSA

Senior ROTC Cadets

these years. I wish everyone the
best and know they will be beside
each and everyone of each other
no matter what.” - Cadet Lieu-
tenant Commander Adrian Salas

This year the NJROTC program
not only says goodbye to the se-
nior cadets who are about to take
on the world, but also a dearly
loved Naval Science Instructor.
First Class Petty Officer Nuy-
en will be retiring this year after
22 years of molding the lives of
students in the PHS NJROTC.
Ready to take on the new chapter
of his life, PHS and all NJROTC
cadets wish him all the best in
what’s to come.

Men’s Summer Fashlon Trends Include Stripes and Colors

By Bryan Castro ‘1

New season means new gear.
Summer has snuck up on us
like those automated subscrip-
tions. It was around 50 degrees
a few weeks ago! Some people
haven’t even put away their
thick sweaters, or even thought
of ways to stay cool during the
summer but remain stylish.
Let’s take care of the situation
and transition our style from
spring to summer, it’s that time
of the year once again. Here
are three fashion trends you
should look out for this season:

Stripes have been around for
as long as we could all remem-
ber, we have seen them go from
crime to fashion, most notably
Coco Chanel and Guess. This
summer they are no stranger to
the scene, returning as a sum-

mer trend. This year vertical
stripes have become a thing.
Instead of having the standard
horizontal stripes that book
club moms have been adapt-
ing, vertical stripes are being

seen in a variety of clothing.
It has officially become men’s
new go to print this summer. It
has been seen in 2018 fashion
week runways: bombers, field
jackets, and shirts. Style it

JELP! REVIEW: Passaic’s Very Own
Habanero Restaurant

By Janessa Mejias ‘19

For our last review of the
year we decided to keep things
here in our hometown, Passaic.
What’s special about this par-
ticular place is that it’s sort of
a “Mom and Pop Shop.”.It’s
family owned by our own PHS
senior, Laisha Calalpa.

Calalpa’s family worked re-
ally hard to get this far. Her
father once worked at a place
in Montclair NJ called ‘Tinga
Taqueria’ for 15 years, after
a while he figured it was time
to have his own place and be-
come his own boss. Habanero
was then born just a month and
a half ago. A great thing about
this restaurant is that it’s very
close to home!

Atmosphere: Habanero was a
very casual hang out spot. It’s

a great place to meet up with
friends and get a quick bite to
eat. The interior design, created
by the family themselves, was
absolutely stunning. One wall
was made of brick which made
it feel rustic and comfortable
whereas the bright orange gave
it a more modern and happy
vibe. They also played subtle
music from the Mexican cul-
ture, it was quite nice.

Food: Our team tried as many
things as our stomachs could
handle! We tried steak tacos,
french fries, BBQ chicken taco
bites, Tortas de Milanesa de
Res (breaded steak sandwiches)
and the best part - Deep Fried
Cheesecake! The food was
above our expectations. It’s
classic Tex-Mex with the hom-
iest feel ever. The cheesecake
is worth a try, it sounds differ-

ent but it satisfies any dessert
craving.

Staff: Our waitress was Lai-
sha Calalpa herself. She was
very friendly and full of en-
thusiasm. She dealt with our
messiness and indecisiveness
and was patient. Laisha actu-
ally recommended the fried
cheesecake to our team. She
was very open to discussing
how her family came about the
business. The chef and meal
preppers, although we had no
interaction, seemed excited to
see customers come into their
lovely eatery.

I recommend Habanero’s if
you’d like a relaxing dinner, or
to even sit there and do work.
It’s like a cafe feel with the rush
of a restaurant.

Rating: s %% %

right and you’ll look like Luka
Sabbat, taking it too far and
you’ll look like you’re ready
for a pajama party (those are
still a thing).

Side-stripes trousers are still
holding on strong this year.
Before you go and grab your
Adidas track pants, we are
talking about Jerry Lorenzo
“reviving” the side-stripe trou-
sers. Luxury brands went over
the top this season using them
in their collections. If you
don’t have side-stripes on your
trousers this season, there’s
something that you might be
doing wrong. Pacsun, Prada,
and even Valentino have tak-
en the trend already, and it’s
not just high end, but there’s
also affordable pairs out there.
There’s a secret to making
them work without looking

“sporty.” Match the trousers
with tonal shirts and low-top
sneakers to balance the outfit.

Tonal is the way to go this
summer, no more “all black”
everything. It works with pos-
sibly anything you could think
of, and this year we are getting
a full array of colors to choose
from. Blue is in this summer,
but also try experimenting
with different neutral colors.
Keep it simple with the amount
of tonal colors you’re wearing,
two to three is the magic num-
ber. I recommend to use tonal
pants or shorts as the founda-
tion of your outfit, and build
your way up from there. For
the shoes, refrain from wear-
ing oxford shoes or anything
high-top, for this I’ll recom-
mend low-top shoes in colors
black, white, or grey.
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Career Week — Speakers Brmg I nsplmtzon to Students

Thinking About Our
Futures: Career

Week 2018
By Divya Rana 21

Passaic High School’s career
week took place over three days
from May 23 through 25. The
school reached out to the com-
munity and some former resi-
dents of Passaic who roamed the
halls of PHS. Many people vol-
unteered and students listened
to presentations on their careers
that varied in time length and
information. They visited class-
rooms and also presented in the
auditorium to an eager audience
of staff members and students.
We were exposed to many dif-
ferent careers which opened a
world of possibilities for them
as they learned about what life
was like beyond high school
and the streets of Passaic.

Some of our dedicated staff
members, Ms. Romero, Ms.
Benedetti, Ms. Jose, Ms. Fabi-
ano, Ms. Yilmaz, and Ms. Ruiz
organized career week through-
out the months of April and
May. Many other staff members
donated their time and efforts
by helping to monitor students
in the auditorium as well as
recruit speakers to come give
our students some insight and
wisdom.

Some speakers include the
following: Carlos Lopez, the
owner of Tropical Juice Bar,
Anna Maria Tejada, an attorney,
Alberto Rivas, a judge, Gelena
Solano, a television reporter for
Univision, and our very own
Mayor Hector Lora of Passaic.

Career week is essential be-
cause it introduces the students
to a broader range of options
that they might not see and
gets them thinking about the
world of work waiting for them.
While presenters told students a

Judge Alberto Rivas answered
students’ questions during his pre-
sentation during Career Week.

lot about their jobs, there were
plenty of questions asked that
they were happy to answer. Ca-
reer week may have ended but
PHS students have just only be-
gun their journey.

Judge Alberto Rivas:
‘Take Charge of Your
Life’

By Melissa Reyes 21

Judge Alberto Rivas came to
the Shirelles auditorium to ed-
ucate Passaic High schoolers on
May 25, on his success being a
Superior Court Judge in New
Brunswick, Middlesex County.
Gaining admiration from the
crowd of high schoolers, he ad-
dressed any questions students
had regarding his career and life
for Career Week.

He was asked many questions
ranging from “What are your
thoughts on immigration?” to
“Do you regret any of your court
decisions or stances you’ve tak-
en in a trial?”

“Don’t lead an ‘ay bendito’
life,” said Rivas, “take charge
of your life, don’t let circum-
stances, don’t let knuckleheads

Dominican talk show host, Gelena Solano, front row, center, spoke about
her struggles and successes during her visit to Passaic High School.

dictate to you. You set your own
path, your own goal.”

He offered advice to anyone
desiring to become a lawyer or
judge, describing how “your
reputation as a lawyer is im-
portant” as well as explaining
in order to become a judge “you
must have at least 10 years of
experience.”

A former student who gradu-
ated PHS in 1978, he relates his
experiences to many students
who are children of immigrants.

Like many migrants, his par-
ents worked in factories and
made sure their children would
not take education for granted.
Judge Rivas tells his story of
success in which many of our
community can relate to. Thank
you, Judge Alberto Rivas, for
leaving an impact in Passaic,
New Jersey!

Univision Royalty:

Gelena Solano
Armando Martinez ‘19

On the last day of Career
Week, May 25, students from
Passaic High School had the

honor of meeting television host
and reporter, Gelena Solano, in
our very own Shirelles Audito-
rium. The Dominican talk show
host is known for her role of 15
years on “El Gordo y la Flaca,”
a national entertainment pro-
gram for Univision.

Solano has interviewed count-
less of celebrities, both in Amer-
ican and Latin pop-culture. To
name a few, the list includes
Angelina Jolie, Brad Pitt, Den-
zel Washington, Jennifer Lopez,

Salma Hayek, and Thalia.

Even though, Solano’s life is
full of glamour, she came from
humble beginnings, and over-
came tribulations to get where
she is today. Born in the Do-
minican Republic, she came to
the United States at the age of
16, and graduated from Kean
University of New Jersey with
a degree in Communications.
Solano told students that she
created a club for modeling at
the university, with a couple of
her best friends to accumulate
money for themselves. One her
best friends was actually Passa-
ic High School’s very own, Ma-
ria Rodriguez, an AP Spanish
teacher.

Solano became even more
transparent when she discussed
the biggest struggle in her life,
which was an accident that left
her in a coma for a month. For a
year she had to undergo several
surgeries, and physical therapy
to recover from the incident.
Although the accident was a
bump on her path to success,
Solano did not let it deteriorate
her dream of being on TV. She
is now married, a staple of tele-
vision reporting, and living the
life she always dreamed about.

Mr. Franklin Tapia, a PHS graduate of the class of 2009, is a supply chain
analyst at Johnson and Johnson, and entrepreneur. Tapia spoke to Ms. Scia-
metta’s journalism class about staying focused, persevering, and not letting
your past mistakes and obstacles get in the way of your future success.

PHS TRACK AND FIELD 2017-2018

STOLE THE SHOW THIS YEAR!
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S P EC I A L O LY M P I CS Protos By Ms. CAWTHERN

events, including bocce.

Passaic High School’s very own Special Olympics team competed at
the 2018 Summer Games over a three day period, June 8-10. The team
traveled to The College of New Jersey with supportive chaperones,
and their head coach, Ms. Ackerson Baez. They got a proper send off at
the high school from staff and students, including the school’s march-
ing band. After participating in the torch run (with some help from
PHS's track team), the Special Olympics team competed in various
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‘CHICAGO, THE MUSICAL

PHOTOS BY MR. PERA

2~ PHS Senior Survey ~«
Which teacher made the BIGGEST impact on you? Why?

Continued from Page 2
was Mr. Bonilla because he’s an excellent teacher
and his teaching is the best. He is always helping
every student to do the best and be someone suc-
cessful. 'm very thankful for all the things he taught
me."- Estephany Polanco

“Mr. Harmon, because he made me appreciate mov-
ies more than ever."- Jason Medina

“Ms. Carter has made one of the biggest impacts on
me these last three years I've been here. When | first
met Ms. Carter she was shading my Radio Produc-
tion skills, and when she first started we weren’t on
the best of terms. As the year went on, she become
a role model for me. She always taught me to do
my best and never let anyone tell me | can’t do any-
thing."— Ashley Leslie

“Mario Pena because he made me challenge myself
and have confident in myself when it comes to art.”-
Adrianna Martinez

“Mr. Iturrino had way more than just an impact on me.
He is someone so selfless and caring, very genuine.
He helped me in every aspect | was lacking.”- Kiara
Lopez

“Ms. Zeidan because she is just very real and straight
to the point but she is also understanding and open
minded.”- Pamela Cordero

“The teacher that made the biggest impact on me
was Ms. Bang. She was my Algebra Il teacher, and
going into that class, | had a bad experience with
my geometry teacher so | was hoping that Ms. Bang
would be a better teacher. Her enthusiasm and ener-
gy was contagious and my attitude towards math had
changed. | loved her class and eventually thought
about majoring in mathematics. Junior year | also
needed help with improving my SAT scores for math,
and she helped a lot! Over the course of a month |
had improved my SAT math score by nearly 100
points.”— Mark Rodriguez

“Mr. Terranova made the biggest impact on me be-
cause he really got me to grow mentally with the
smallest things one won't probably know, to be ready
for the real world.”- Christian Tejeda

“Mr. Nyabeta, because he taught me that everything
you do in life has a purpose.”- Massiel Tavarez

“Mr. Schmidt, because his artistic views helped me
find my way through high school and art."- Di'amo-
nique Dotson

“Ms. Bang made the biggest impact on me because
she has supported me with personal problems as well
as academic situations.’— Kaori Takase

“Mr. Galan really changed my life and made a big im-
pact on me. He made me grow as a person, worked
with me to get out of my comfort zone and he is just
the best friend you could ever have.”- Niurka Pelaez

“Mr. Caufield because he always kept it real and lis-
tened to whatever you had to say.”- Julie Almonte

“Mr. Martinez, he helped me with my college search
and helped me find scholarships.”- Nayeli Gutierrez

“The teacher that made the biggest impact was Mr.
Martinez (Sergio Martinez). He helped me throughout
my whole college application process and is still help-
ing me prepare for college next year. He is a great
teacher to go to if a student ever wanted advice.”-
Ashley Quirino

“Mr. Barbara, because he showed up everyday with
a smile, loving what he does.”- Christian Michael
Torres

“She isn't really a teacher but Ms. Merced definite-
ly made an impact on me because she was always
there for me when | needed her and she’s always
there when | need some advice.”- Gibelly Cruceta

“The teacher who made the biggest impact on me
this year would be Thomas Galan, as he continuously
supports me as well as other Teen PEP members.
During Teen PEP or even on a regular basis, he'll
give us advice on life, and how we should strive every
single day to become a better version of ourselves.”-
Ariday Benitez

“Mr. Lockwood, because he was the one who in-
spired me to major in Chemistry and having Ms. Kush

just further extended my love and passion for Chem-
istry.”— Darijah Caesar-Wright

“Mr. Nyabeta has made a great impact on me be-
cause he encouraged me to apply to colleges and
helped me throughout my school year. He’s an amaz-
ing teacher and | respect him for everything he has
done for me.”- Evelyn Guerra

“Mr. Martinez (Sergio) was the greatest teacher | ever
had. He would stay until 6 p.m. helping me in pre-cal-
culus for a couple of weeks. | ended up failing the
class, but | learned so much more than just pre-cal-
culus. | learned about school, | learned about myself,
| learned about my surroundings, | learned about my
future, and | learned about life. I'm very thankful to
come across him, because I've never had an adult
that is not my family seem to care so much about me.
He is someone | will never forget, and those long af-
ter school afternoons with him, are memories | will
never forget. Thank you Mr. Martinez!"- Omar Lopez

“Mr. Rusca made the biggest impact on my life be-
cause I've known him for many years and he helped
me become a responsible young adult when | was in
marching band.”- Erwin Guerrero

‘| have three: Mr. Caufield, Mr. Nyabeta, and Mr.
S. Martinez. All of them individually have definitely
shaped me to be the person that | am today and |
seize to surprise myself everyday on how apprecia-
tive and grateful | am for all of them. Mr. Caufield has
basically been my second father since freshman year
while Mr. Nyabeta has not only been my advisor but
my mentor. As for Mr. S. Martinez, he has been able
to encourage me and push me to go forward when |
couldn't find anything left within myself to fight for."-
Johana Lastor

“Mr. Caufield made the greatest impact on me since
freshman year. Mr. Caufield would always give my
class and | multiple chances to improve our grades.
He inspired many students to pursue their dreams

and achieve their ultimate goal. He would always
make sure that his students were never down. When
he saw a students head down he would tell them to
raise their head and be confident. He showed that he
truly cares about his students. Whenever there is a
problem, | run to Mr. Caufield for help. When I'm up-
set, Mr. Caufield somehow knows how to calm me
down. For Mr. Caufield | am very grateful because he
made me realize the beauty in life and when | fail, he
motivates me to get up and try again.”- Kitana De-
siree Vidal

“Ms. Bolton because when | was at a point of giving
up, she helped me through it."~ Michelle Baez

“Ms. Bolton made the biggest impact on me because
she always has words of wisdom, that makes you
think about things that you can change or do better in.
She makes you see that if you try, you can get things
done.”- Danaysha Nofs

‘| became a better student in math because of all
the tutoring that | did with Ms. Gonzalo. Also having
Ms. Shelly Williams was a great honor because she
helped me a lot, and | became a better student with
my English.”- Julio Rafael

“Ms. Williams made the biggest impact on me be-
cause she helped me so much throughout my soph-
omore year. She helped me to become a better per-
son and helped me a lot in class. | really appreciate
that.”- Yetty Marte

“The teacher that made the biggest impact on me was
Mrs. Gonzalo because she never gave up on me with
my struggles on math. She would stay with me after
school everyday and did not leave me alone. That's
why she is very special to me.”- Fernanda Felipe

T
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A Shout Out to all Our Sports Teams!
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Football Football Cheerleaders

Our PHS sports teams have
represented our school and our
city well this year. Good job to all
of our student athletes, for your
dedication, teamwork and pride.

Go Passaic!

Swim Team

Girls Tennis

Girls Volleyball Girls Basketball Golf
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